Osteosarcoma of the jaws: a 23 year retrospective review.
To review 31 cases of osteosarcoma of the jaws in Zimbabwe, and to retrospectively study the age, gender, site distribution, clinical features and treatment outcome ofjaw osteosarcoma in Zimbabwe. Descriptive. Oral and Maxillofacial surgical clinics at two specialist referral hospitals, Harare Central Hospital and Parirenyatwa Government Hospital, Harare, Zimbabwe. 31 cases ofosteosarcoma of the jaws. Clinical records of patients who presented with osteosarcoma of the jaws during the period January 1981 to December 2003 were reviewed for age, gender, site of lesion, radiology, histopathology, treatment outcome and follow up. There were 31 cases of jaw osteosarcoma during the 23 year period: 45.2% (n=14) males and 54.8% (n=17) females, mean age 27 years. Of the cases 83.9% occurred in the mandible and 16.1% in the maxilla. Surgery was the treatment of choice. The majority of patients were lost to follow up within 12 months. Jaw osteosarcoma is most common in the mandible with an equal male and female affliction in a relatively young age group.